September 2006 – Skye

Munros 283 & 284

(Tom Paterson)

Martyn, Paddy , Alvar & Tom attended the September meet on Skye (Portnalong bunkhouse). Despite the lousy midweek weather forecast, Saturday dawned dry, warm & cloudless, but windy, and remained so.

We set out from the climbing hut at Glenbrittle, up across the moor, past a waterfall, to the foot of the West ridge of Sgurr Dearg, then up the end of the ridge on a zigzag track over scree, boulders and bedrock with some scrambling. After elevenses at the West end of the ridge we continued over flatter ground , then scrambled up to  the summit ridge, where the top section of the Inaccessible Pinnacle became visible, and along the narrowing ridge with some scrambling to the rocky summit. 

The numbers waiting to climb the In Pinn made it obvious that we should have started much earlier. We had plenty of time for photos of the In Pinn, the full length of the Cuillin ridge, Blaven, & Rhum. The tops of Sgurr Dearg and An Stac made good viewpoints, with views from Assynt to Nevis to Mull. Only the Outer Hebrides were obscured with just the tops of the Harris peaks visible.

A party of 6, with a guide, took an age to get up the knife edge East ridge of the In Pinn, a Moderate climb, & off the near vertical West end, a Difficult climb. Several other parties followed before Martyn led off. Not bothering with protection, but encumbered by camera gear, he free climbed to the summit plateau and belayed. Communications between leader and second were hindered by the wind. Tom followed as second from 10m up the West ridge as the rope was too short. On the In Pinn one is too busy climbing to notice the impressive exposure. Martyn set up the abseil off the West end for Tom & then followed. 

After further parties had gone up Paddy set off, prudently placing protection en route. Alvar had trouble tying onto the rope which was shortened by the protection. Paddy and Alvar abseiled off using the rope of two climbers who had climbed a crack on the South face. 

Three hours after arriving we set off down slabs and scree to skirt under An Stac and then up to Bealach Coire Lagan at the steep North end of Sgurr Mhic Choinnich (SMC). We scrambled up very large boulders to the SMC ridge. The route was then partly along a faint track and partly scrambling. The final section of scrambling was exposed, leading to the rather nondescript top with a small cairn. This was Tom's final Munro, 40 months after No 282 and 45 years after No. 1.

On the descent of the top section of the ridge Tom noticed the end of Collie's Ledge (down a slot) which we had missed on the ascent. Tom enjoyed the airy ledge, although the others seemed less enthusiastic. After downclimbing to Bealach Mhic Choinnich we headed down a gully full of unstable scree to the Alasdair Stone Chute. The Stone Chute was unpleasant & unstable – many falls delaying Tom & Alvar's descents. We passed the lochan and over the massive boiler plate slabs to the good track leading down to and across  the moor to the campsite & village.

Pints in the busy Carbost Inn were relished. Alvar managed to find the one available seat, and had to be dragged away from chatting up the only two unattached (Canadian) females in the place.

A superb day for all.

Sunday's weather was more normal for Skye – wet, low cloudbase & windier – so we all left early for home or Inverness.

